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Background 
The 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting agreed to initiate and accomplish by 2016 a review and updating of 
part II of Annex III of the 1992 Helsinki Convention. In the Terms of Reference of the Group on Sustainable 
Agricultural Practices the work of updating the part II of the Annex III of the Convention has been assigned 
as one of the duties of the Group. 

The work plan and scope of the revision of Annex III was discussed at the first meeting of the HELCOM Agri 
Group on 20-21 November in Copenhagen, e.g. based on the proposal submitted by Finland. The Meeting in 
general supported to focus the revision on a limited number of issues based on the list proposed by Finland. 
The issues for revision, as proposed by Finland, have been incorporated to the project proposal for review 
and updating of the Helsinki Convention in relation to prevention of pollution from agriculture (Part II of 
Annex III) (AGRIREV) (document HOD 47-2014, 3-15). 

As not all Contracting Parties were in the position to reflect which are the issues to be prioritized, the Meeting 
agreed that possible additional feedback is to be provided at the latest by 28 November 2014 to the 
Secretariat. 

Such a feedback has been submitted by Lithuania (see Attachment).  

 

Action required 

The meeting is invited to consider the feedback by Lithuania and decide as appropriate. 
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Attachment 

 

“Agenda Item 5. Review and updating of part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention.” 

As has been stated at the meeting, Lithuania would like to include additional issues to the proposed list by 

Finland and it would be: 

1. Revision of  Regulation 2: Plant nutrients  point  1. Animal density. 

To ensure clearance of this provision the correction should be made. To ensure that manure is not 

produced in excess the comparison  should be based on the amount of agricultural land (arable land, 

meadows and grasslands), not only on arable land. 

 

2. Revision of  Regulation 2: Plant nutrients  point  7. Application rates for nutrients 

The limitation of phosphorus should be defined more clearly, exceptions on use provided, especially in 

countries where phosphorus deficit in soils is defined and the restoration of soil organic matter is needed. 

Also, if  limitation of phosphorus is the baseline, the amount of manure is less than 170 kg/ha  nitrogen(as 

approved and permitted by Nitrate directive) and it leads to unwarranted nutrient supply to the crops, soil 

quality degradation and additional use of mineral fertilizers. 

 

3.  Revision of Regulation 4: Environmental permits 

The requirement of permit for installations for the intensive rearing with more than 400 animal units cattle 

should be revised. 

 


